
 

 

February Gathering on Saturday,  

February 17 @ 6 pm 

Hibben UMC 

690 Coleman Blvd Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

Gathering Note: both fellowship time and worship will be in 

the Christian Life and Learning Center (the building behind the 

main building). 

Directions: FROM I-526: Go all the way to the east end of the 
expressway (becomes Chuck Dawley Blvd as it enters the 
town). Merge right on Coleman Blvd. Turn right at the first stop 
light (at OOPs) on Shem Dr., then take the first left (behind 
OOPs) on Vincent Dr. Hibben UMC is immediately on the left. 
FROM Charleston: Go over the Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge and 
bear right at the bottom onto Coleman Blvd. Pass over Shem 
Creek. Turn left at the 4th stop light after Shem Creek (at 
OPPs) on Shem Dr., then take the first left (behind OOPs) on 
Vincent Dr. Hibben UMC is immediately on the left. 
 

Please note: The Saturday Gatherings begin at 6 pm with 
fellowship. Please bring a snack or finger food to share with the 
Community. As always, the church will provide drinks. Worship 
will follow at 7 pm. 

 

From the January Gathering 

 

The January gathering was held at St. George United 
Methodist Church. If you were not there, you missed an 
inspiring Fourth Day talk given by Carla Utzey. Her testimony 
related her Walk to Emmaus with her battle of cancer. Carla 
felt that if her diagnosis had come before her walk she would 
not have been with us today. She said her fourth day began 
when she left her burdens at the cross on her walk. She has 
realized through it all, that she doesn’t have to stay in the dark, 
she can depend on others, as well as learning GOD’s grace. 

DeColores 

Rebecca Stacey 
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And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him ~ Luke 24:31 
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From our Lay Director: Evyonne Thurman 

Did you make New Year’s Resolutions?  Planning to exercise more, lose some weight, 
eat healthy, watch less TV, go to church more, etc?  How’s that working out for you? 
Are you on target with your goals?  Are you committed?  Are you convicted? 

If you’re like me, you make a lot of resolutions, and before the week is out, you are 
already breaking them.  That coconut cake at Reunion looks really good…I’ll just have a 
taste! Or, I’m so tired this morning after last night’s Gathering, I can’t make it to church 
this morning!  Oops! 

Two of my resolutions for 2018 were to memorize a Bible verse every week and to 
refrain from “arguing” with God.  Let me just say, I am not good at memory work, and 
Bible verses give me a fit.  But I would very much like to be able to quote them.  There 
are sticky notes all over my house with Bible verses. 

As for “arguing” with God, I hear Him all the time, but I don’t listen.  I choose not to listen 
if I don’t like what He’s saying, and when He becomes so persistent, I start to negotiate, 
or “argue”.  I’m wasting my time…it doesn’t work.  I could give many examples when it 
has not worked for me.  God is in control.  God does indeed have a sense of humor! 

Resolutions come and go.  You can always adjust your old resolutions, or start over. 
 It’s never too late to adopt new resolutions.  You can make them any time of the 
year…spring, summer, fall, or winter. 

Lowcountry Emmaus Community, I would ask that you add our Community to your 
Resolutions NOW, to do what you can to make our Community stronger, and more vital. 
 Invite at least one Pilgrim to attend the Walks.  Continue to strengthen the Pilgrims you 
have promised to sponsor.  

As most of you know, the Board voted in January to cancel the Spring Walks scheduled 
for March due to insufficient Pilgrim numbers.  We need 20 pilgrims for each Walk in 
order to proceed.  We had 16 women and 8 men registered to attend.   

We have entered into discussion with Midlands Emmaus about holding joint Emmaus 
Walks, and the possibility of doing a Fall Walk together.  More information will be 
forthcoming as it is received by the Board.  Please be in 
prayerful consideration regarding this.  

Bible Verse for the Week 

Take into your heart all my words which I will speak to you and 
listen closely. Ezekiel 3:10 

Decolores and hugs, et (cheerleader)                          

 

From our Assistant Lay Director: Cliff Simpson 
 
As the Assistant Community Lay Director, one of my responsibilities is to head up the 
Nomination Committee. This committee’s job is to find new board members to replace 

 



the ones that are coming off of the board. This year we have 5 members rotating off. 
So, I am looking for a few good men and women to join our GREAT Emmaus Board 
Team. This is an elected position for a three year term. At the last gathering, I spoke 
about how after my walk I was approached by a person and welcomed to the 
community. This person told me that Emmaus was GREAT! But in the next sentence 
they said, “If you want to enjoy Emmaus then DON’T get on the board”. This was very 
surprising to me. How could something so GREAT be so bad. I got involved with the 
walks, working in the kitchen and being ask to be on teams. This was fun but also very 
meaningful and fulfilling. As I got more involved, I was ask to be on the board. I thought 
back to what that person said to me about the board. I still thought how could something 
so GREAT be so bad. So I threw my name in the hat. I was elected and given the job of 
the kitchen. I LOVED IT! The board meetings were fun and it was great being a part of 
the Emmaus Board. This is my second time being on the board and I am enjoying it 
more than the first time. I think it’s what YOU make of it. 

At this time the Low Country Emmaus Community is struggling and we need some 
willing, positive, excited people to help put some spark back 
into the community. 

There are four people on the Nomination Committee: 

Cliff Simpson – 843-830- 6079 cliff@thecabinetshopinc.com 

Dan Hare – 843-729- 5650 Danhare52@homesc.co 

DeeDee Rackleff – 843-323- 2292 grandeeof7@homesc.com 

Kevin Stroop – 843-564- 1259 kpstroop@UMCSC.org 

If you are interested in being on our GREAT board team or 
have any question, please contact one of us. 

We would love to tell you more about the function of the Low Country Emmaus Board. 

Thank You! God Bless, De Colores! 

Cliff Simpson, Walk # 20, Table of Mathew 

From our Facilities Chair: Ed Hickey 

I’ve been informed the Emmaus Camp work day is scheduled for Saturday April 14, 
2018 starting at 8:30 am. Not sure what projects will be but I’m sure they will be doable. 
Please note this date on your calendar and plan to attend. Also talk it up with fellow 
Walk to Emmaus family members so that we may have a good turnout! 
As a reminder the camp work day is our contribution to camp upkeep and in return we 
receive free space use for our storage container!  
 

DeColores and Peace! 

Ed 

 



From our 4th Day Chair: DeeDee Racleff 

Recently we received the following message from Wesley Memorial UMC in Hollywood: 

  

 As 2017 draws to a close, Wesley Memorial UMC in Hollywood is excited to 
have two active Emmaus Reunion Groups. God's Messengers was formed 
about 20 years ago after WMUMC's first pilgrims took their Walk to Emmaus. 
A second group was formed in early 2017 & was referred to as the no-name 
group. Now happily it has a name:  Disciples in the Making.  With DIM as an 
acronym, we are reminded of the verse from First Corinthians 13:12. 

 

  God's Messengers meets each Wednesday at 10am at the church. DIM 
meets on the 2nd & 4th Fridays monthly at 6pm also at the church. We'd like 
to extend an invitation to visit our reunion  groups if you're looking for one in 
our area. 

 

De Colores! 
 

Jenny Miller 

 

How exciting and what a wonderful way to start the new year persevering in the life of 
grace! 
May I please reach out to all community members that are not in a reunion group. 
 When we attended our walks, remember how we were filled with the Holy Spirit to the 
brim!  But then comes our 4th days,  the real world with all its challenges and 
temptations.  How do we kindle that desire and keep the flame burning?  A REUNION 
GROUP,  where we can pray together, uphold one another, share our commitment and 
study plan and sustain our Emmaus experience. 
Also, as sponsors we should be committed to our pilgrims 4th Day.  It is our responsibility 
to not only recruit pilgrims, support with agape, attend send-off, candlelight and closing, 
but also help them find or form a reunion group for their 4th days.  Group reunions 
seldom happen simply by telling pilgrims about them.  They often need a personal 
invitation and encouragement.  That is where you can call on me as your 4th Day board 
rep to assist. 
Our goal is to be the hands and feet of Christ.  Pull out your reunion card and think 
about each step as listed.  It will be evident how valuable this is as you meet regularly 
with your spiritual friends. 
 

DeColores, 
 

DeeDee Rackleff 
 

 



 

From our Agape Chair: David Lupo 

Agape  
Because we've had to postpone our community's spring walks, there won't be a sign-up 
sheet for the prayer vigils at this month's Gathering. But that doesn't mean there aren't 
plenty of opportunities for prayer. Here are a few of the communities around the country 
where walks will be going on over the next month: 

• Great Plains (OK) Emmaus Men's Walk #99 February 8-11 and Women's Walk 
#100 February 15-18 

• Blue Ridge (NC) Emmaus Women's Walk #83 February 22-25 
• Southern California Emmaus Men's Walk #211 February 22-25 and Women's 

Walk #212 March 1-4 
• Louisville (KY) Area Emmaus Men's Walk #163 March 1-4 

If your reunion group has already started working on table agape, hold on to it. We 
expect to need it this fall. 

DeColores! 

David Lupo 

 

 

 

 

 

             
     


