
December Gathering on Friday, December 16, @ 7:30 
Stallsville UMC 

255 Stallsville Rd. 
Summerville, SC 29485 

 
Directions:  From I26, Exit 199, take Us 17-A South. About one-half mile 
(a couple of blocks) south of the interstate, turn left onto Berlin Meyers 
Parkway. Follow the Parkway until it ends. Turn left and you will be at the 
fork of Old Trolley Road and Bacons Bridge Road. Take the left fork (Old 
Trolley Road). The next light will be Stallsville Road. Turn right and the 
church will be on your left. 
From US 78, you can go south on Berlin Meyers Parkway and follow the 
rest of the directions above. 
From 61 to 165, Bacons Bridge Road, Stallsville Road turns off to the right 
just before you reach Old Trolley Rd 
 
Upcoming Gatherings: St. George UMC on January 20 
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And their eyes were opened, and they knew him. ~Luke 24:31  
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D I R E C T O R S :  

Lay Director:  
Jimmy Hinson  
J14hinson@live.com  
(843) 830-0778  
 

Spiritual Director:  
Carroll Cash 
Cashbilly143@aol.com  
(843) 873-1037  
 

Asst. Lay Director:  
Gary Fellers  
dudefellers@yahoo.com 
(843) 670-2639   
 

Secretary/Treasurer:  
Lynn De Hay 
lgdehay@homesc.com  
 

Music/Entertainment: 
Aaron Edwins 
edwinsaaron@gmail.com  
 

Kitchen: David Beal 
jaxwildwingcafe@yahoo.com 
(843) 209-5242   
 

Fourth Day:  
DeeDee Rackleff 

grandeeof7@homesc.com  
 

Sendoff/Candlelight/Closing:  
Steve Waterhouse 
swater4579@aol.com 
(843) 437-0915 
 

Luggage/Transportation: 
Aaron Edwins 
edwinsaaron@gmail.com  
 

Records: David Lupo 
david@lupofamily.org  
(843) 200-3758  
 

Facilities: Gary Carter 
carter7124@bellsouth.net  
(843) 552-5272  
 

Agape: Katie Brock 
ktbrock85@gmail.com  
(864) 621-3604  
 

Gatherings: Von Thurmond 
thurmanevy@gmail.com  
(843) 696-6828  
 

Newsletter: Betsy Fanning 
betsy.a.fanning@gmail.com 
(843) 729-5371 
 

Literature & Supplies: 
Wilhemina  Hearne 

meana311@yahoo.com  
 

Registrar: Roland Fitch 
rgfitchii@knology.net  
 
 

Spring Walks are scheduled for: 

February 16-19 (Men’s Walk 82)   

February 23-26 (Women’s Walk 83) 

Pilgrim Count: Men 9  Women 12 

We need 20 for each walk. 

Sponsor Applications: A copy of the application for the Walks can be 
downloaded from the Lowcountry Emmaus Community website:          
http://www.umcsc.net/communities/lowcountryemmaus/ 

Sponsorship training will be conducted in 
the Stallsville UMC Conference Room 
at 6:45pm and will last until 7:15pm.    



P A G E  2  

Christ and his Disciples on 

the Road to Emmaus,  

by Jan Wildens  

From our Registrar: Rolland Fitch 
From the Registrar 

The Importance of Sponsorship 

Hello Lowcountry Emmaus Community.  We now have Thanksgiving behind 

us and are entering the Season of Advent, the coming of the Saviour.  But the 

birth of the Christ child we celebrate this month was just the start of his real 

purpose.  I am not going to get into the Theology of the humble birth in Beth-

lehem because I don’t know it well enough, but for me Christmas marks a time 

of redemption just as much as Easter and the opportunity to improve my walk 

with Christ.  Hopefully this is true of all of us. 

This month I would like to remind us all of the closing service for each 

of our walks.  We all recall that at closing we were asked about our experience 

and what we are going to do with it.  Generally, everybody was fired up to go 

back to our churches with new energy and get more deeply involved.  We were 

all going to provide support to our Pastors, work in areas of mission and out-

reach and make disciples for Christ.  You know, that task that the Great Com-

mission gives us.  That is all very good and I hope everybody was able to find 

a place to grow our Congregation by outreach, to work to improve those things 

that needed improving in our church, while doing it in love for Christ and for 

those around you, for his glory and not our own.  But also, implicit in that 

question was what are we going to do to grow our community.   

We spend a good deal of time talking about recruiting for 

Walks.  Perhaps we spend too much time on it.  While the Walk is a great joy-

ous occasion and we all got something from it, holding the Walks is not the 

purpose of the community.  The purpose of the community is to support our 

congregations.  Reaching out to potential Pilgrims to give them our experience 

is just one aspect of doing that.   

This month I am not going to discuss the coming walks.  I am not go-

ing to give a number of Pilgrims that are currently signed up. I am not even 

going to talk about Walk dates.  That information is elsewhere in the newslet-

ter.  This month I am going to talk about Sponsorship and its importance to 

building our community. 

Sponsorship is not just about getting people to go on the walk, taking 

them to Send off, showing your support at Candlelight, and picking them up at 

Closing.  When we sponsor a Pilgrim, we are doing much more.  As Sponsors 

we are doing the following; 

1. Committing to invite a Pilgrim to join our community. Once 

that person has chosen to experience the walk, we are then committing to 

guide and support them on their journey. (That is doing all those things that 

we do for them while they are away from home).  



2. Representing God working person to person.  As we all know making disciples is not a mass produc-

tion process.  While Jesus preached to and taught the crowds, he sent the Apostles out in teams to reach 

individuals one on one. 

3. Recruiting strong church leaders.  As sponsors we should be looking for people who are currently 

strong leaders in our congregation or people who have the potential to be strong leaders if they are given 

the right spiritual tools.   

4. Creating a strong community.  We want to add to our numbers not just for the sake of physical size but 

to ensure a strong Emmaus community that will support our home churches as well as the world commu-

nity beyond the doors of our churches. 

When we sponsor Pilgrims on a Walk we are not just asking them to attend an exciting three-day jour-

ney of discovery, we are sending them on a lifelong commitment to make disciples through their words and 

deeds.   

As I said earlier we are starting on a season of new beginnings and new life.  As we start this season we 

should look around us at our Christian friends both in our Congregations and other places and see who could 

take the experience of going on the Walk and use it to “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world.”  We all know people like that, isn’t it time that we Sponsor them on a Walk.  This Christmas 

Season, a time for renewal, I challenge us all to make that commitment. 

 

Sponsorship Training 

I have recently had the opportunity to see some material on Sponsorship that I would like to incorpo-

rate into Sponsorship Training.  Based on that experience I now believe that Sponsorship training is just too 

important to try to do it in 15 minutes in the corner of a Sanctuary after a Gathering.   

So, in December, I am going to offer this training before the Gathering.  I invite anyone who is inter-

ested in being a Sponsor or who has been a sponsor and would like a refresher or new look at the role to meet 

me in the Conference Room at Stallsville UMC at 6:45 pm, before the December 16 Gathering.  The Confer-

ence room is located in the Hilton Building just down the hall from the Fellowship Hall. The training will be 

completed by7:15pm 

Please join me, I think you will find it interesting.  You may let me know by e-mail at rgfitchii@knology.net. 

Remember, Christ is counting on you. 

Rolland G. Fitch, II 

Registrar 

 

 

 

mailto:rgfitchii@knology.net


From Our Lay Director: Jimmy Hinson 

News from the Board 
 
We had a good crowd at the November Gathering at Hibben UMC on the 18th. We also had a 
good group for the South East Emmaus Board and Laity Workshop held that Friday and Saturday. 
If you are interested in serving on the Board or if you have a nomination for the Board contact Gary 
Fellers or Jimmy Hinson and we will pass it along to the committee. 
 
The Board is working to try to increase Gathering attendance so we are going to start having Gath-
erings beginning in March of 2017 after the Walks on Saturday nights (the third Saturday night of 
the month). We have heard a number of comments about how difficult it is to get to the churches 
where we have the gatherings on Friday night so we thought we would switch it up and try Satur-
days. We will start at 6pm with refreshments and fellowship and begin the service at 7pm so we 
can get folks home before to late.  
 
Remember to continue talking to folks about going on the February Walks and start making plans 
to volunteer for agape service. We need your witness, your service and your prayers to have suc-
cessful walks. 
 
 
Decolores, 
 
Jimmy 
 
PS: Talk to someone today about going on the upcoming Early Spring walks and share with them 
the Spirit that God wants to rekindle in them. 
 
The Board is trying to do some things to enhance and build our Community. Let's us know if you 
are on board with us. We have a great thing in the Lowcountry Emmaus Community and we want 
to share it with others. The Holiday Spirit is about giving and sharing so share your Emmaus ex-
perience and give someone the opportunity to experience it too!!! 
 
DeColores, again!!!! 
 
 


